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Hurricane Matthew Clean Up Will Continue 
 

An energetic group of UPUCC volunteers, including Debbie Elliot and Amy Lewis who 

joined from Wilmington, traveled to Lumberton on Saturday, December 3 for a clean-up 

effort in response to Hurricane Matthew. There they met Rev. Mac Legerton, a UCC  

minister who, along with his wife Donna Chavis, has worked in the trenches of Robeson 

County for over 30 years. In addition to founding The Center for Community Action, Mac 

has developed an educational center on the Lumber River- “River Way.” It was at “River 

Way” where the UPUCC group assisted Mac by: 
 

 Removing wet insulation from the crawlspace of the primary building.  (Mark Stevens 

found some animal remains and a leak from one of the bathrooms while he was 
crawling in the farthest reaches.) 

 Buying and placing fans and a space heater to draw the moisture out of the crawl 

space. 

 Removing nails from the flooring that had been     

salvaged so that it can be reinstalled.  
 Treating all flooring with mold killer. 

 Cutting down and cutting up ten large cedars that had 

been partially uprooted.     
 Hauling away 2.25 trailer loads of trash 

 Moving salvaged furniture on the property and      

cleaning and spraying a large patio area. 

 Mounting a door to a restroom entrance to provide 

privacy 

 Raking and sweeping the yard 
 

The group took seven gallons of mold killer with them but it was still too wet to spray.  

A return trip is planned after the crawl space dries out,     

perhaps as early as January. If you would like to be part of 

the follow up trip, contact Peter van Dorsten at 

pv2049@gmail.com. (Says Peter, the mold killer is $20/

gallon, and we could use more. Monetary contributions are 

welcome, too.) 

 

http://www.upucc.org
mailto:pv2049@gmail.com
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from doug 
 

“Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter.”- ML King, Jr. 
 

The consequences of the November elections continue to 
preoccupy many in the UPUCC community. While we are still 
scratching our heads over the unthinkable support that Donald 
Trump received, we are, at the same time, sure that everyone who 
voted for him is not racist, misogynistic, and xenophobic. That 
being said, we are equally certain that there are aspects of Mr. 
Trump’s campaign rhetoric that we cannot support under any 
circumstance. 
 

So… what’s a good, progressive and inclusive congregation to do? 
 

So far, we have met and discussed. During the Adult Forums on 
December 4 and 18  we crammed about as many people as we 
could in our library to offer all manner of constructive opinion and possibility for moving forward. 
At least two opportunities and a probable third have come from this, and they are: 
 

All are invited for a session led by a professional facilitator, our own Kristine Berry, on Sunday, 
January 8, following worship. (We invite you to bring a pot of chili or soup to share as well.) At 
this session we will further hone in on the actions we wish to take collectively, as a unified 
Congregation. 
 

An extensive list of advocacy actions are available on our website via the link here. These pages 
contain links to helpful and worthwhile organizations that we encourage you to throw your 
energies into. (And a great ‘Thank you’ to Gary Welsh and our own UPUCC Advocacy Group that 
compiled this list.) 
 

Our regularly scheduled Congregational Meeting on January 29 will offer more opportunities for 
us to collectively address the issues. Those ‘opportunities’ will continue to evolve over the next 
month. 
 

I am always impressed with the love and passion, given a bit of time to process the matters at 
hand, with which this Congregation proceeds. 
 

May it continue to be so, 
 

 

 

Interim No More!  
Coordinating Council Unanimously Approves Recommendation of Personnel Committee! 
 

At their December meeting, the UPUCC Coordinating Council gladly affirmed the diligent work of 
our Personnel Committee as they evaluated our two interim staff persons and positions and 
recommended they be made permanent. 
 

After being evaluated, decided and now voted upon, we are pleased as punch (relieved, too) to 
welcome Peg Arcari to the permanent duties of Director of Children and Vickie Teal permanently 
as our Financial Administrator. 
 

More details will come forth at the January 29 Congregational Meeting but, for now, please 
CELEBRATE with us! Hooray!!  
 

                                Todd Smith, Moderator 
                                Nick Kentopp, Personnel Chairperson 

http://www.upucc.org/#/newscalendar
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building & grounds 
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January Youth Schedule 
 

January 1 

Happy New Year! 
 

January 8   
12:00-1:30 p.m. (Watch for more details.) 

Middle & High School Youth meet. 
 

January 13-16 
Winter Youth Retreat 

Blowing Rock, NC 
 

January 22  
 12:00-1:30 p.m. 

Middle School Youth meet. 
 

January 29 
6:00-8:00 p.m. 

High School Youth Dinner Party 

 

 

Children 
 

A heartfelt thank you to all the parents, 

grandparents and other supportive adults 
who made our December 18 Children’s 

Christmas Program a wonderful experience for more 

than 35 of our children! 
 

Thank you to Fellowship and Children’s Committees for 

providing the reception that followed. A special thank 

you to Rebecca van Dorsten for costume restoration and 
creation, choreography and coordination of all things.  
 

Following the outpouring of support for our fall mission 

project (Heifer International-see page four), Children’s 
Committee will launch a winter mission project for the 

children over the coming weeks.  
 

Children’s Church will resume its regular schedule in 
January. New teachers and assistants are welcome! 

For details, please email peg@upucc.org 

 

Clean Team Members Needed 
 

We are blessed to have over a dozen people working each month to clean UPUCC.  

Teams of three to five people come each week, usually sometime between Thursday and  
Saturday. They vacuum carpeted areas, dust, wipe down (library) tables, clean up classrooms, kitchen, 

worship space (pick up trash, straighten chairs, sweep, mop, etc, ), clean front windows and glass doors, 

take out trash, etc. Cleaning the nursery restroom is included; however the large common restrooms are 
NOT part of the tasks. 

If you can help approximately one and a half hours per month, please contact Sarah Hogan at  
carolandsarah@msn.com or the church office office@upucc.org. Thanks!!  

 

At the start of the new year, David Wilson, our worship accompanist, will begin offering piano lessons. If 

you have a child who is interested in learning to play the piano, or you yourself have always wanted to 

learn (or regretted stopping!), this is your opportunity! David is happy to take students of all ages. It is 

never too late to learn a musical instrument! If interested, please contact David Wilson at 

david@upucc.org. 

 

Thank you to everyone who pledged and contributed to the church in 2016. We appreciate your financial 

gifts as well as your time and talents given in support of our congregation. 2016 saw a lot of financial 

changes. We were able to increase the balance of our operating fund and also were able to establish an 

endowment fund for the future health of the church. Final year end giving statements will be available in 

your folders. At the January congregational meeting, we will have a budget for 2017 to vote on, please 

attend and share your thoughts. Happy New Year, everyone. Here is to a prosperous new year! 

 

stewardship & finance 

 

piano lessons offered 

mailto:peg@upucc.org
mailto:carolandsarah@msn.com
mailto:office@upucc.org
mailto:david@upucc.org


 

Beyond Gun Violence –  
A Conference for People of 
Faith and Conscience about 
Ending America’s Deadly 
Epidemic 
 
Umstead Park UCC is partnering 
with United Church of Chapel Hill, 
along with the NC Council of 
Churches and several other 
congregations, to sponsor a 
conference on gun violence over 
the weekend of January 27-29.  
 

Beyond Gun Violence will feature several prominent speakers, including Rev. Matt Crebbin, 
Senior Minister of the Newtown, CT Congregational Church UCC, Floyd McKissick (NC State 
Senate), Rick Glazier (NC House of Representatives), and theologian and author James Atwood. 
The conference offers an opportunity to open a larger conversation on gun violence in our 
community. 
 

Register in advance for the Saturday conference at the NC Council of Churches website 
(www.ncchurches.org) – the suggested contribution is $15, which includes lunch. 

 

2017 Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service  
 

United Way of the Greater Triangle is in its twelfth year of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of  
Service, bringing volunteer opportunities to our area with the purpose to transform Dr. King’s life 
and teachings into community service that helps empower and strengthen our towns and cities. 
 

On the King Day Observance, United Way of the Greater Triangle will host over 2,800 volunteers 
among 35 projects located throughout the Triangle. Go to the website below to volunteer your 
time, and make this "A Day On, Not a Day Off."  
 

https://unitedwaytriangle.galaxydigital.com/agency/detail/?agency_id=60439 
 

FIA would love to hear your stories or see pictures from any service event in which you  
participate!  
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Heifer Final Report 
 

Thank you for supporting this year’s Heifer project. Our adults raised $650, and purchases 

ranged from shares of a llama, goat, pig, biogas stove, and Women’s Empowerment. The bake 

sale provided by our children and youth brought in $197.35; the animal banks raised $312.35. 

The sheep won over the rabbits by $.22, and the Honey Bees were just $4 behind them. The 

banks plus bake sale amount ($509.70) was matched by an anonymous donor. Collection plate 

offerings for Heifer were added to this, bringing the children’s total was a grand $1130. This 

was distributed to reflect the voting in the animal banks. As a result, the children are buying 3 

whole sheep and 2 shares of sheep, 3 trios of rabbits and 2 shares of rabbits, 4 hives of honey 

bees, 1 whole pig and 2 shares, 1 whole goat and 2 shares, 1 fish share, 2 Heifer shares, and 1 

flock of chickens. Our total church donation of $1780 will make real differences!  

 

faith in action 

http://www.ncchurches.org
https://unitedwaytriangle.galaxydigital.com/agency/detail/?agency_id=60439


 

Forums - Childcare available in the nursery. 
 

January 1 & 29 Forum will not be held. 
 

January 8 - Following worship Post Election Part 3. 

America Divided. Continued from December 18 
Forum. Please bring a pot of soup or chili to share. 

Fellowship Committee will provide dessert.  
 

January 15 - 9:30 a.m. Letter from Birmingham 
Jail  ...written on April 16, 1963 by Martin Luther 

King Jr. as a response to several criticisms made by 
A Call for Unity Clergymen who said that racial 

segregation should be fought solely in the courts. 
We will discuss a portion of this letter which 

defends the strategy of nonviolent resistance to 

racism.  
 

January 22 - 9:30 a.m. and 6 p.m.  

NC Premier of  “Being Enye” An 

“enye” is a first generation American with at least 
one parent born in a Spanish speaking country. The 

documentary (with Spanish subtitles) shares what 
it's like to live between two cultures, the challenges 

and the joys. The 6 p.m. showing is open to the 

Triangle community at no charge. A Q&A with  be 
held with a bilingual translator available. 

Complementary childcare and refreshments 
provided. 
 

"Being Enye" will also be shown to the Middle and 
High School Youth after worship on the 22nd. We 
hope to see you at one of the three viewings 
January 22nd. Please check out 
www.projectenye.com for a sneak peek!  

 

Interspiritual Contemplative Prayer Series 
 
Before we can figure 

out what we need to 

do in 2017, we can 

take time to figure 

out how to BE. At the 

core of the Wisdom 

traditions are shared 

prayer practices 

leading to a deep 

peace that renews us from the inside out.  
 

Beginning with a mini retreat and followed by six 

weekly sessions, each meeting will explore a 

different pathway and draw inspiration from a 

variety of faith traditions. No experience necessary 

and open to friends and family from any (or no) 

faith. Because each session builds upon the others, 

attendance for the whole series is strongly 

requested. Sessions will be held in the church 

library. For more information and to reserve your 

place, contact lynnmariecoye@gmail.com. 
 

Opening retreat: Jan 14, 9:30 am – 1:30 pm 

Weekly meetings follow: 

1/20- Time TBD by the group. 

10 am-noon on the following dates: 

1/28, 2/4, 2/11, 2/18, 2/25. 

fellowship 

 

Creativity Group  
 

October, November, and December were wonderfully busy months for us, as we made over 550 cards for 

bulk orders in addition to our regular one of a kind cards for all occasions.  We greatly appreciate the 

additional help by Fallon Andrews and Betty Gatano, both of whom cheerfully helped in our assembly 

lines!  In November, we contributed $400 to the UPUCC Endowment Fund.   

Our Healing Transitions ladies showed off their creativity as they created the tags for this year’s Healing 

Transitions Giving Tree.  

As we enter a new year, we are hoping to use our Tuesday times to also create chemo caps, prayer 

shawls, or premie caps and blankets. Knitters and crocheters, please join us! 

Our card table will again be set up on January 29, February 5, and 12. Think Valentine’s Day cards! If you 

need a special card before then, please contact one of us. 
 

Janie Anderson, Tricia Andrews, Alice Jermyn, Gail Holden, Beth Mastick, Linda Parish, Marcia Welsh 

 

 adult education 
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 Potluck Luncheon 
Bring a dish to share on Sunday, January 29, following worship for the UPUCC Congregational 
Meeting. Fellowship Committee provides drinks and table ware. 

 

http://www.projectenye.com
mailto:lynnmariecoye@gmail.com


 

all in the family 
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The Spears Family 

 

Bridget and Brian Spears were 
drawn to UPUCC by an invitation 
from Michael Lester at last year’s 

Wild Goose Festival. Bridget is a lawyer, and Brian is a fish biologist by 
training and a stay-at-home-dad by occupation.  
 

Bridget loves reading (in particular literary fiction and poetry), cooking, 
singing (karaoke and car drives more than choir so far), and enjoying 
nature. Brian has too many hobbies to count, but his interests include 
fish and birds, dinosaurs, trains (and model trains), as well as spending 
time outdoors. Brian also has a video production hobby, which has 
resulted in a family adventure You Tube series! 
 

They both love the local brewery scene and would love to get to know 
people better. They can often be found headed to Ponysaurus in Durham 
or another local brewery after church! 
 

Brian and Bridget are the parents of four children and live in Raleigh. 

 

New Covenant Partners 

 

Keith and Julie Heustis share that they were drawn to UPUCC by the 

open, accepting environment that places value on social justice. 
 

Keith is a User Experience Designer for Allscripts Healthcare. His 

job is to improve the usability, accessibility, and overall experience of 

digital products. Julie is a therapist with her own practice  

(JH Counseling, PLLC). She specializes in helping individuals with 

trauma and addiction.  
 

The couple live in Raleigh with their children. 

The DeJoseph Family 

 

Alisa and Roma DeJoseph came to UPUCC after eight years at 

another church. They wholeheartedly support all types of families 

and marriages. After the Supreme Court decision that legalized gay 

marriage, it became very clear to them that their former church did 

not support marriage equality. Alisa’s sister Joelle and her wife Jodi 

attend UPUCC, and every time Alisa and Roma attended church 

with them, it just felt right. So here they are! 
 

Roma and Alisa met when Alisa was volunteering in Russia in 

2002. Roma grew up in an orphanage there. Alisa grew up in a 

loud, crazy but very loving Italian family. Roma came to the US in 

2003 and they were married soon after. Roma became a US citizen 

in 2008. We are both twins! (No, our twin siblings did not marry 

each other!) 
 

Living in Zebulon, NC, Roma is a Foreman with Precision Walls, 

Inc. in Cary, and Alisa is a Project Manager with Measurement Incorporated in Durham. They have two 

children. They both love to spend time in the garden and grow their own vegetables, and also love to cook 

and share meals with family and friends.  

 

 

The Heustis Family 



 

  

          upucc volunteer calendar  
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January 1 
 Altar Prep:  Eleanor Smith 
 Communion Prep: Trish Breen 
 Coffee Set-Up:  Rebecca van Dorsten 
 Greeters:  Robert & Learla Stefanics 
 Ushers:  Gina & Nick Kentopp 
 Sound System:  Don Alderman 
 Auditor:   Dan Harrell 
Assistant Treasurer:   Tim Champion 
 Clean-Team:  Edward McFarland, Phyllis Mueller, 
   Miles Schumacher 
 
January 8 
 Altar Prep: Leslie Heavey 
 Coffee Set-Up:   Lori Del Negro & Roger Sommer 

 Greeters:   TBD 
 Ushers:   Bonnie Shook-Sa & Gustavo Sa 
 Sound System:  Andy Orr 
 Auditor:   Julie Carlsness 
 Assistant Treasurer: Gwen Vass 
 Clean-Team: Mark DeMario, Dawn McCarthy, 
  Chris Wilms, Marcia Welsh  
 
January 15 
 Altar Prep: Eleanor Smith 
 Coffee Set-Up:  Betty Gatano, Leslie Heavey 
 Greeters:  Robert & Learla Stefanics 
 Ushers:  Jamye & Chris Abram 
 Sound System:  Dan Harrell 
 Auditor:  Frank McKay 
 Assistant Treasurer: Chris Ousley 
 Clean-Team: Tim Champion & Dan Harrell,  
  Chris Ousley 
 
January 22 
 Altar Prep: Michael Lester 
 Coffee Set-Up:  Matt & Rebecca Andrews 
 Greeters:  Marianne Drexler, Rebecca Andrews 
 Ushers:  Betty Gatano, Martha Eller 
 Sound System:  Peter van Dorsten 
 Auditor:  Dan Harrell 
 Assistant Treasurer: Tim Champion 
 Clean-Team: Nevin & Carol Fouts, Chuck  
  Givens, Scott Pope 
 
January 29 
 Altar Prep:  Michael Lester 

 Coffee Set-Up:   Roberta Ouellette 
 Greeters:   TBD 
 Ushers:   Carol Banaitis & Sarah Hogan 
 Sound System:   Mark DeMario 
 Auditor:   Martha Eller 
 Assistant Treasurer: Gwen Vass 
 Clean-Team:  Mark & Rita DeMario, Dawn  
   McCarthy, Chris Wilms, Marcia 
   Welsh 

 

Can you give of your time? 
Consider a Time & Talent Gift to UPUCC. 
Form can be found at http://www.upucc.org/#/donate 

http://www.upucc.org/#/donate


 january calendar at upucc 
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 End of Year Contribution Statements 
2016 Giving Statements will be made available as soon as possible. Contact vickie@upucc.org for further 
information. 
 

Covenant Partners Online Directory ...password protected on www.upucc.org Covenant Partners who would 
like to add a photo to the directory or update contact information, please email changes/additions to: 
peg@upucc.org  

 

 administrative notes 

Sun. Jan. 1 10:30 a.m. Worship & New Year’s Communion: “An Upside Down Christmas,” Doug Long preaching. 

  Following worship Newcomers & Inquirers Session in the library. 

Tues. Jan. 3 9:30 a.m. Creativity Group meets in the library. 

Wed. Jan. 4 7:30 p.m. UPUCC Choir rehearsal in the worship space. 

Sun. Jan. 8 9:30 a.m. Committee Meeting Time. 

  10:30 a.m. Worship: “Epiphany 2017,” Doug Long preaching. 

  Following worship Forum: Post Election Part Three and Potluck Soup Lunch. See page five. 

  12:00-1:30 p.m. All Youth meet. 

Mon.  Jan. 9 6:30 p.m.  Evening Creativity Group meets in the library. 

Wed.  Jan. 11 7:30 p.m. UPUCC Choir rehearsal in the worship space. 

Thurs. Jan. 12 7:00 p.m.  Coordinating Council meets in the library. 

Fri-Mon. Jan. 13-16  Youth Winter Retreat at Blowing Rock 

Sat.  Jan. 14 9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Interspiritual Contemplative Prayer Series opening session in the library. See page five. 

Sun. Jan. 15 9:30 a.m. Forum: Letter from Birmingham Jail discussion. See page three. 

  10:30 a.m. Worship: “Jesus, Martin and Me,” Doug Long preaching 

Mon. Jan. 16  Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

Tues. Jan. 17 9:30 a.m. Creativity Group meets in the library. 

Wed. Jan. 18 7:30 p.m. UPUCC Choir rehearsal in the worship space. 

Thurs. Jan. 19 Midnight UPUCC February Newsletter deadline. 

Fri. Jan. 20 Time TBD Interspiritual Contemplative Prayer Series in the library. 

Sat. Jan. 21 9:30 a.m. Yoga with Ellen Beidler in the worship space. 

   Women’s March on Washington. 

Sun.  Jan. 22 9:30 a.m. Forum: Showing of the film, “Being Enye.” See page five. 

  10:30 a.m.  Worship: “Welcoming the Stranger,” Doug Long preaching. The Baptism of Amelia Austin.  

  12:00-1:30 p.m. Middle School Youth meet for viewing “Being Enye.” See page five. 

  6:00 p.m.  Being Enye: Film to be shown in the worship space. See page five. 

Wed. Jan. 25 7:30 p.m. UPUCC Choir rehearsal in the worship space. 

Sat. Jan. 28 10:00 a.m.-Noon Interspiritual Contemplative Prayer Series in the library. 

Sun. Jan. 29 10:30 a.m. Worship: “Blessed are those who are persecuted…” Doug Long preaching. 

  Following worship UPUCC Congregational Meeting & All-Church Potluck 

  6:00-8:00 p.m. High School Youth meet. 

Mon. Jan. 30 7:00 p.m. UPUCC Men’s Group. Contact reedaltman@gmail.com for details. 

mailto:vickie@upucc.org
http://www.upucc.org
mailto:peg@upucc.org
mailto:reedaltman@gmail.com

